
ORDEALS OF SOUTHERN SOLDIER !
AS PRISONER AT POINT LOOKOUT!
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Survivor.of War Between States
Tells of His Long Days

of Captivity.

PLANS FOR ESCAPE FAIL

Plots to Regain Liberty Usually
Foiled Vy Some One's

1. reachery. i

Contributor* lire reqiiMlfd to ¦«!-
dress all eommunlcMfloo* to Con¬
federate Kdltor. The Tlmrn-DUpntcli,
nnd nhm possible to npectfy regi¬
ment mill coiapnujr of soldier* men¬
tioned.

Robert Hums Iuib written:
"The best laid schemes of mice and

mon, gang s«ft agley." anil I found it
Vu in my eacs. I took h change of venue
so the army of Northern Virginia with
the hope and expectation that (he tide
of war or aomo favoring zephyr, would
waft mo to the vicinity of the "burly
Itlue Kldge," but fouml myself, on this
"molsty, mlety morning." plodding my
"weary way" to a northern prison. Hut
ihe Scriptures teach that "ho that lead-
eth into captivity shall go into captiv¬
ity," and I assisted on two occasions, at
least, to lend Into captivity and never
allowed a prisoner to be mistreated, by
word or action, whilst under my charge.!
We were detained for a short time
;«bout a mile from the sccnc of our|
i apture, and after a short march, de-
llvcred over to some inountod men.
They etarted us in fours, but hurried
ns no, that we were In a string. And
here was tho golden moment for es¬
cape, as the more attenuated the string,
tho farther our guards were separated,
:ind as the heavens were weeping the
hanccs that their pistols could be dis¬
charged, was lessened. Besides, we
were passing through a forest where
iho trees were very large.
But tiie country was entirely un¬

known to me and the fear that I would
fall into the hands of negro troops,
metered mo from making the attempt.
We were halted a few miles above

Fredericksburg, and here we reformed
the balance of our regiment, who were
raptured the tlrst day of tho tight.The ground was in sad plight, beingtrampled by tho prisoners movingAbuul. 1 loft my oilcloth in thetrenches, where I had knelt upon It
during the battle, but was fortunate
enough to bunk with Houltz, who ijad
preserved" his, and, although there was
a very heavy fall of rafn during tho
night. we did not suffer a great dealof Inconvenience from It. Early the
next morning we passed through dearold Fredericksburg, whoso streets I
had often trod when a pupil at llap-pahannock Academy. Charles I)lck<*ns
wroto that It wos a finished town, andif this was short of the truth, tho
Yankees gave the finishing touch.
We crossed the river on a pontoon

where erstwhile. In better time*. tho
Mary Washington took on freight and
passengers. -And now we ¦wore to cross
a kind of Mesapotamlu, which ihe In¬habitants eall the Northern Nock. My
eye soon singled out among our guards
a. very diminutive specimen of the
Kcnluts Yankee, and w« 11 stricken in
years withal. As we were not ruled
down to any particular place in the
procerfion, 1 hooii placed myself be¬side him. ami entered into a veryfriendly conversation, intending if a
good opportunity presented Itself to
snatch his gun from his hand, overturnhim and escape. Mut, alas: the whole
route was denuded of forest.
Home have denounced me as a hypo¬crite for conceiving or such a plan, hut

history informs us that both UeorgaWashington and Thomas J. Jackson
wrote letters of a misleading character
and caused t.hcm to fall Into the hands
of the enemy. Wo met small bodies of
men at different times going to rein¬
force Grant. Some of tJiem, evidently
men who had never smcllcd gunpowder,
jerred us. These we invited to go to
the front before they bragged. One
very black negro youth patted his gun
and said: "Dls is do medicine for you."
THIIKK PIISCKH OP CANNON'

TilIUCATK.N' KXt'AMPJIE.NT
We reached Relic Plains Landing on I

the I'otomac before night. Three pieces!
of cannon threatened our encampment I
front a bluff near the river, and guards!
were stationed on all Bides with very1
narrow Intervals between posts. Upon
Inspection we found that the chance
for slipping out these was very slim.
They did not give us breakfast before
10 o'clock tlio next morning. I was the
fortunate possessor of some ground
cofTeo. and browing some In a tin cupand drinking from the same staved off
hunger a little. That evening we
boarded the steamer New Jersey, bound
for Point Lookout, which we reached
the next morning about 0 o'clock. And
now behold us, like Longfellow's
mnldcn,
".Standing with /very) unwilling feet
Where the bay and river meet."
We wore marched In the direction of

the bay and halted fn front of barracks
with a porch.
We were guarded by negroes and

placed in companies in front of the bar¬
racks. One prisoner left the company^o which he had been assigned. A
fiuard followed lilin, saying: "Go back
ilere what* you's put, or I'll sock dls
bay'net clean fru you.** A young negro,:
black as the pit of Taitanca, leveled
his gun at the company in Which 1 was
placed, but was persuaded not to lire
by a fellow darky, and there sat a
man with eagles, on his shoulders, a
man In authority, as his dress indi¬
cated, who said never a word or indi¬
cated by his manner his dissent to such
proceeding. We were detained here
in the broiling sun without rations un¬
til about 5 o'clock P. M., without anyobject ns far as I could see. As wo
wended our way to the prison gate a
very tine-looking orderly sergeant from
another regjment, with chevrons verymuch in evidence, was accosted by a
negro with: "Flow are you, sergeant?"
Of couren, he made no reply, when the
negro halloed after him :"you don't
speak these times, you

I must confess I was very glad to
set within the palisade. I havo negjlected to state that our officers had beert
separated from us at Belle Plains Land¬
ing. Allow mo to say, we had In our
first lloutenant, John W. tillkeson, as
pood an ofneer a3 the army contained.
affable in camp and fearless and effi¬
cient on tho battlefield. Second Lleu>
tonant llarvey Marshall also was be¬
yond reproach.
Our company, on reaching pinson,

consisted of thirteen privates, tho or-
ocrly sergeant and first corporal. We
Hero assigned to a Sibley tent, which
held us and a few from another com¬
pany. Tho camp was divided into
squares, tho streets crossing at right'
angles. Wo were located on the main
street, not very far from a largo gate
which led out to the bay.
A little after dark on tho evening of

our. arrival, pandemonium broke loose. A
patrol of negroes were going the grand
rounds, or something very similar to it.
I think. I never heard such a hubbub
In my life. I supposo they met a priso¬
ner In the street. Tho challange was
"Who com© dero" (not "dar" or
"thar"). "White man," said the pris¬
oner. "What careB T for white man?
Why didn't you say prisoner? Ono ol

our boys, with more zeal than dlscre-
(ion. exclaimed: "Just listen to that
nigger." Home one said: "Sec here
fellow, If you want the niggers to kill
you, go out there; hut don't let them
he firing in here, killing or wounding
us all." They had pet phrases of their
own, such as: "If you don't do bo and
no I'll'make my gun smoke. It's been
wanting to smoko all night,I* or "If
you don't 'spectn me you shall 'spectsthis uniform"; or "I3ress Gawd, dars
no 'stinction now.button) rail's on
lop."s It Is the patrol that I have been
describing. Sixteen foot plank were
set up on end, and an upper walk wayplaced at top for the gDards to walk
on. As I remember the negroes did
duty two days In the week.
We marched to the cook houses to

get our meals twice a day. At first we
ate them there, but soon fell Into the
habit of bringing them away.
Tho street was raised in the middle,

with a small ditch on each side. There
was a guard near the cook house. The
white guards walked their beat on the
outside of the ditch, but on the occa¬
sion f relate. lit loijut, Uie negro walked
on the inside, and when tho prisoners.
In their hurry K"ing to ineals, jostled
him, fired upon them, killing one and
wounding three, lie yelled: "Dar, dar,
dar, now, dar." The authorities Imme¬
diately removed him, and claimed that
he was punished, but we nevor believed
it. I ceased to serve the Confederacyactively: on tho field on the 12th of
May, Just three years to a day from
the time I was sworn into the Missouri
State Guard at Boonvillc, Mo. I might
say with Hlslngham:
"What guerdon waited on my case?
1 gained but the high and happy lot
In these poor arms to front the shot."
STRIVES TO UI'lfOI.D

HONOR OF CONFEDERACY
I carricd a private's musket, except

a short time before the battle of Elk-
horn, and in that battle. 1 strove touphold the honor of the Confederacy,both by example and precept. 1 main¬
tained my own self-reapect, and old
1'olontus told his son:
"To thine own self be true
Thou cannot then be Talse to any

man."
1 give simply my experience aa a

prisoner, and I have no doubt I fared
better than the majority, for several
reasons. I had property within the
Yankee lines, and the gentleman with
whom I roomed while a student at
the University of Virginia, as soon as
he wqs apprised of the fact that I was
a prisoner, wrote to me: "My funds are
at your command," and always sent me
45 more than I asked for. The prison
nuthortties allowed the prisoners to
establish a school, gave them a verylarge room and allowed the teachers
three meals a day. whereas other pris¬
oners received but two. I was a
teacher. The principal was very ef¬
ficient, his chief fault was a fondness
for hearing himself talk. Wo thought
this a great joke. As two men passed
him, one saiil to the other: "When I
have dined I feel like dining again."
The thought of dining on hard-tack
was more than he could stand.

NVo could bathe In Chesapeake Day
as much as we pleased. The early
morning, for some reasons, was to be
preferred. About a month after we ar¬
rived at the 1'oint It seemed to be gen¬
erally understood that those who had
applied for the oath would pass out of
the Inclosurc. where we were confined.
I do not know what their ulterior des¬
tination or destiny was. For some rea¬
son, we of the feithful anticipated a
groat deal of fun In seeing them go out.
At first they were merely'Jeered, but
tho Insiders grow more venturesomo,
and yanked their blankets from under
their arms, and ran away with them.
Finally they cwnmencod to bombard
them with tho pebbles, which lay thick
in the streets.
TAKES IIINSBLP OPF

REFORB CiUXS* SMOKE
incoming me jasi proceeding: entirely

too personal, I took myself ofT before
the guns began to smoke. There was
a plot said to Jiavc been formed, but
never carried Into execution, for the
capture of the prison by the prisoners
themselves. It in very probablo that
there was treachery on the part of some
who were to participate in the scheme.
That was generally the cause of the
failure of manj- plots to escape. If
this project was formed. It must have
been about the time that General Early
was threatening Washington from the
rear. We, being now arrivals, were not
invited to participate, but from many
circumstances I am inclined to bellevo
there was some foundation for the
rumor. A new provost-marshal named
Brady had Just succeeded Major A. G.
O. Weymouth, whom the prisoners liked,
very much. The prisoners captured at
Spotsylvania Courthouse and adjacent
battlefields were ordered to prepare
themselves to move to another prison.
Brady blew his own trumpet, informing

us, nmong other things, that he was a
practical chemist and had acquired
much information about what General
Loe was going to do from prisoners'
letters written with lemon Juice; that
-he often went about the camp dis¬
guised as a "reb," and he found out
one man who was not doing right and
he sent him away. This tallies verywell with the rumor, for those who
thought they knew stated that Arthur
E. Edie, of the Texas troops, an Epis¬
copal preacher, and said to be, by birth,
a Northern >:>an, arrived at Elmira in
irons. The plan mapped out for the
attack was to rush down between the
bay and palisade while the artillery
was drilling and capture that and the
infantry engaged in the same manner.
Companies hud been enrolled and offi¬
cers appointed.
A man who is now a Baptist preacher

told me since the war that he was to
have comn.anded one of the companies.
When the roll was called in order to
make up the required 600 who were to
go on the steamer some oath takers'
names occurred, and those who best
knew their status would call out,
"Taken the oath." Brady stood it for
a while, but when such an answer
was made he would say, "It's a
lie."
We were finally embarked on a

river steamer to be taken to an ocean
liner farther out. Some one aaked a
darky if they were going to take us all
the way on that. He said: No, if they
did we would soon run Into the
swamps." We soon rearched the ocean
steamer, and behold us all aboard for
Jersey City.

ROBT. A. MARSHALL..
Del&plane, Va.
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Genealogical Notes
Queries and Answers

AAdreim *11 communications to
Genealogical Editor. The Times-
Dispatch.

We are beginning this week the his¬
tory of the Preston family; perhaps
the most complete that has ever been

'l ublished. The best regulated genea¬
logies are liable to errors, and we shall
be very glad If any members of this
distinguished family will help us to
make this absolutely correct and com¬
plete. All authenticated contributions
will be promptly printed. We'also oeg
that errors may be corrected. Although
we are conscientious, we are far from
infallible, and wish our mistakes bs
Explained and corrected.

EDITOR.
Preston.

"Among the papers of my deceased
father, the Honorablo John Brown, J
lound a manuscript in his hand writing
endorsed 'memoranda of the Pr^stofl
family.' This runda was commenced
npt very lonr before his deatb, which

I v r >- /
occurred Augugt 29, I83i. and I* "ol
therefore as extensive, as It Is inniil-
ft-st that It wns his Intention to make
It So fur R8 It relates to tho early his-
tory of tho family, and the older,
branches. It Is complete, and furnishes
information, which at tills time, he
ulono could give. Having: received
many applications from distant niem-
bers of the connection for copies of this
manuscript. I have thought it would
be more satisfactory to ull to have it
printed, and In order to make It as full
as was practicable, I have availed my-
bclf of the asslstunco of Nathaniel
Mart, Jr., of Woodford County, Ken¬
tucky, who has greatly enlarged It.
partly from his own peruana! acquain¬
tance with the younger members of the
fnmlly, and partly from information of
the correctness of which he has no
doubt. Whatever defcct thcro may be
In It. can easily be corrcctcd by some
member of the branch, In which It oc¬
curs, and X designed sending a copy to
c.11 the heads of tlie families who may

i express any Interest In tho subject.
ORLANDO UllOWN.""

Frankfort, Ivy., December 2u. 184$."
John Preston, first of the family wlio

came to America, was born In Ireland.
In the city of Londonderry. His father
and three uncles were (englishmen, who
served under King William, and aided
In defense of that city when beselgcd
by tho Human Catholics, commanded
by King James. In 1689. He was a

| Protestant of the Presbyterian denoml-
nation, a man of strong mind and cor-
ruct principles, lie married Elizabeth

; Patton, a sister of Colonel James Pat-
ton, of Donefal. and removed with hi in
from Ireland to the State of Virginia
in the year 1740. Colonel Patton hail
for some years commanded a merchant
ship, and was a man of property, en¬
terprise and Influence. He obtained an
order of council from the Governor of
% Irglnia, under which he appropriated
to himself and associates 120,000 acres
of tho best lands lying above the Blue
Ridge, In that State. Several valuable
tracts of which fell to the share of his
descendants.
He was killed by the Indians at

WISE. WOMEN
KNOW WHY!

in half.wearNemo Cor
sets. They last twice as long.

Be stylish, healthy and
economical.

Smlthfleld in the year 1753. II© left
two daughters. one of whom married
Captain William Thompson, tin* otiier
married Colonel John Muchanau. and
from the latter descended John Klovd.
l*te member of Congress and Governor
of the State of Virginia: J tunes U.'
Breekenrlgo, of l.otllsvllle. late mem¬
ber of Congress from Kentucky, and
WUliani I'. Anderson, late colonel In
the United States Army. John Pres¬
ton. on the passage from Ireland, lost
part of liis property in a storm, but,
being- an associato he obtained, under
the order of council aforesaid, a val¬
uable tract of uncultivated land, called
"Robinsons." xvhich descended to' his
son, and until lately remained In the
family.
John Preston's first residence In Vir¬

ginia was at Sprint; Mill. In AugustaCounty, but about the year 17t:i he pur¬
chased. and, with his family, settled
upon a tract ot land adjoining Staun¬
ton on the north side of that town (now
occupicu by General Baldwin). where
ho died bhortly after, and was burled
tit the "Tinkling' Spring" Meeting
Mouse, leaving his widow and five chil¬
dren. Mrs. Preston, who possessed
much strength of mind and energy of
character, continued to reside, upon the
plantation they had purchased, until
Iter children were all educated and
married, wlien she removed to Green-
field, the seat of her son. Colonel \\ il-
lia»o Preston, where, in lii'i, she tiled,
aged seventy-six years.
The children of John and Klizabeth

Preston were Lctitia (") Preston, who
was born In Ireland in 172S. She mar¬
ried Colonel Hubert Breckenridgc, a
farmer In Hotetourt County, Virginia.
After his death she. removed to Ken¬
tucky, and died in the year 17PS. aged
seventy years. Her family consisted
of four sons and one daughter. Wil¬
liam (.1) Breckinridge, now living, a
farmer, near I.exington. Ky.. who mar¬
ried Mi^s Gilltim. llis family roil-
Kisls of two sons arid * daughter. Mis
son. John (4) 15. Breckinridge, is a
merchant in Staunton, Va., and has been
twice married. Ills other son. Mcrc-
dith (4) Breckcnridge. died unmarried.
John (3) Breckcnridge (son of

Letitla Preston) married Mary Cabell,
and removed to Kentucky In the year
1792. lie was a lawyer of eminent

stand lux. wan a Senator In Con-*
gtess, and shortly before hi* death was ;
appointed Attorney-General for the
United States under Mr. Jefferson's ad-
ministration, ami died in 1 SOS. Ills
family consisted of live sons and two
daughters, Joseph H) Cabell Brccltcn- jrldtse. who married Miss Smith. a
daughter of Dr. Smith, president of
1'rlnceton College, and left one son.
John (5) Brockenridjre. and four daugh¬
ters, Frances (5) Ann. who married the
Uev. J. C. Young, president of Dan-
ville College: and left the following
children: Mary (6), Caroline (6) Jose-
phlne, Jane (6) Elizabeth attd Frances '
(C) Breckcnrldge: Caroline <5) L. mar-
rled the Rev. Joseph J. Bullock. of
Frankfort, and has three children.
Waller (?>). Mary ffi) and Cabell (6).
all minors: Mary <Z) Cabell married
Dr. Thomas F. Satterwhito. of Lexing- jton. and left two children, Mary <6) and
Thomas (C): Letltla (5).
Joseph (1) Cabell Breekenridge was a

member of the Kentucky bar. Speaker
of the House of Representatives and
(Secretary of State when he died. In 1823.

John (j) Breckcnridge. well known
as a Presbyterian Minister and a pro-
fesFor in the Theological Seminary at
Prlncton, married Miss Miller, daughter
of Dr. Miller, of Princeton, and left

i Itobert (fi) J. Llreckenrldge. and four
daughters. Itobert (.1) J. was a lawyer,
and for several years a member of the
Kentucky Legislature. .Vow pastor ofI the Second Presbyterian Church in Kal-
tlmore. lie married Miss Preston.| daughter of General Francis Preston, of
Virginia. His family consists of four
'daughters and two hous, vlr..: Mary (7),Sally (7), Maria (7), Sophonisba (7).llobert (7) and William (7), pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church in
Louisville, who married Miss Prevost,
daughter of Judge Prevost, of Louis¬
iana. and has seven children, John Bar-
ton. Robert James, Marcus Prevost.
William Lewis. Frances Prevost, MaryHopkins and Stanhope Prevost.

Letitia <.") Breekenridge lirst mar¬
ried Alfred Grayson, by whom she had
one son. John B. Grayson, an oflicer in
the United States Army. Secondly,she married General Peter B. Porter,
of New York, by whom she left a son,Peter B. Porter, and a (laughter, Ellza-
betr Porter, "minors." Mary Ann

Breckenrldge married David Ca«tle»
man, h farmer of Fayette County.
James Breckenrldge, of Virginia.

member of the bar, a general of ttyllltia.
and member of Congress. H« mWfled
Miss HelUcn, and left four sons and four
daughters. viz. Carey married
James died unmarried; Robert married
Miss Meredith, of Kentucky, and left
a daughter, recently married, and one
son, a minor; John Breckenrldge, un¬
married: Letltla married Colonel Rob¬
ert Gamble, of Florida;- his eldest
daughter married-.Mr. Shepherd, a
planter of Florida, and her eldest son,
.John Gamble, married Miss Watts, of
Virginia; Elizabeth Breckenrldge mar¬
ried General Edward Watts, of Vir¬
ginia, a lawyer, and Speaker of the
Virginia Senate, who has two sons,
James and William, both lawyers, and
six daughters, Mary married Mr. Gam¬
ble, of Florida: Ann Married James P.
Holcombe, a member of the Virginia
bar; Elizabeth married Thomas L.
I'reston. of Abingdon, and the othors
as yet minors. Marian Breckenrldge
died unmarried, and Matilda, married
Harriet Bowyer. of Flncastle.

Elizabeth Breckenrldge married Sam¬
uel Meredith, of Fayette County, Ky.,
and left three daughters. Letltla mar-
i led William L». Dallam and has three
daughters, viz. Frances married Pro-
fessor Peter, of the medical school of
Transylvania University; Eltitia un¬
married. ami Elizabeth married James
Coleman, and has several sons and
daughters, the eldest of the latter re-
cently married; Jane unmarried; Mary
married her cousin, Robert Brecltcn-
ridgc, of Virginia, and left a daughter,
recently married to Mr. Branch, and
has a son, a minor.

Preston Breckenrldge married Miss
Trigg, of Kentucky, and left three sons,
Robert, William and Stephen, and
three daughters, Marian, Elizabeth and
Gabriolla, who married, successively,
Mr. Taro;on, Mr. Dickey and Mr. Shot-
well.
Margaret Preston, second daughter

of John (1) and Elizabeth, was born
in Ireland, about 1730 She possessed
a strong, cultivated mind and much
energy of character. She married the
Rev. John Brown, a graduate of Prince¬
ton College, long and extensively
known In Virginia and Kentucky, She

died In the year 1802. aged aevonty-
three years. and lie in 1803. aged sav-
enty-flve year*. Their children, who
lived to maturity, were Elisabeth (-).
who married lie v. Thomas B. Craig -

head, of Tennessee. a distinguished
minister of the Presbyterian denomi¬
nation. and left, seven children, viz.:
John B., Jane. David. Alexander, Wil¬
liam. James B. and Thomas. David
and Thomas arc members of the Ten¬
nessee bar. John B. and David arn
married and have children. The names
of John B. Craighead's children are:
Joseph and Thomas The names of
David Craighead's children are: Klis-
abeth, James, Mary, Joanna and Thom¬
as.all minors.
John Brown (2) was a student at

I'rinceton College when taht institu¬
tion was broken up by the British, llrs
afterwards completed his studies at
William and Mary College, and for sov-
eral years practiced law with success.
He was a member of the Virginia L«*g-
Islattfre from the District of Kentucky,

j and was, by the Legislature of thai
State, appointed a representative to
the old Congress In 1787. and also In
17SS. In 17S3 and 17f> 1 he was elected
by the people of Kentucky a llepre-
sentatlve to the First and Second Con¬
gress under the present Constitution.
After Kentucky became a State, he

j w*s*;hree limes elected a Senator in
Congress, and continued a member of
the Senate until 1S05. He married Mav-
guretta Mason, of New York, daughter
of the Bev. John Mason and sister of
the Rev. John M. Mason, both distln-.
guished ministers of the gospel. By
this marriage he had Ave children, four
sons and one daughter, three of whom
died when children. MasoU and Or¬
lando lived.

(To be Continued.)

Your Coat of Arms---In Colors
If you haven't your family Con

of Arms, let nic look It up for
you, and furnish you with a copym|.".In colors of a size suitable for

W, V q framing. For further particulars
address

W. W. POINDEXTER,
1201 Kast Mala St. Rlchmoad, Va.

$15.00 Buffet
$20.00 Buffet
$25.00 Buffet
$85.00 Buffet

$20.00 Side Board
$24.00 Side Board
$30.00 Side Board
$40.00 Side Board

MONDAY SPECIAL MONDAY SPECIAL

JUST THINfc
A 40-Picce White China Dinner

Only One Set to a Customer No Deliveries Regular $3.50 Value

Blankets, 98c to $10 Comforts, $1.48 to $8
Lace Curtains, 89c to $7.50 Portieres, $1.75 to $15
Wood Heaters Coed Heaters Oil Heaters Gas Heaters

Hopkins Furniture Company, Inc.
Homefurnishers From Cellar to Garrett

CASH 7 West Broad Street CREDffi


